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1 . The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the international 
preliminary report on patentability and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 



2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication to all the elected 
Offices. 

3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the report (but not of 
any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 



4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing translations and paying 
national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the 
International Bureau with Form PCTAB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must contain a translation 
of any annexes to the international preliminary report on patentability. It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish 
such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the PCT Applicant 's Guide. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to Article 33(5), which provides that the criteria of novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability described in Article 33(2) to (4) merely serve the purposes of international preliminary examination and that "any 
Contracting State may apply additional or different criteria for the purposes of deciding whether, in that State, the claimed invention 
is patentable or not" (see also Article 27(5)). Such additional criteria may relate, for example, to exemptions from patentability, 
requirements for enabling disclosure, clarity and support for the claims. 
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This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 
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Thisreport is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

- IS (™»o the applicant and to the International 



. sheets, as follows: 



Administrative Instructions). y thlS Authorit y (see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the 

Supplemental Box. application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 

b. □ (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and „ umhP , , 

Administrative Instoictioag. "PP'emental Box Relatmg to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I Basis of the report 

□ Box No. n Priority 

Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2\ with «. a . 

citations and explanations supporting such SateSt StCp ° r industrial applicability; 

j Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

LJ Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 



□ Box No. VI 
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International application No. 
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Box No. I Basis of th e report 

U international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 
LJ publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 
U mtemational preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

U The mtemational application as originally filed/furnished 
1AJ the description: 
pages 

■ \~& 

PagCS * " received hvth- a ,u • " ' ori S inall y filed/rurnished 

pages* " " received by this Authority on 



received by this Authority on 




the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



-» as originally filed/furnished 

^—7 * aS amended ( t0 & h <x with any statement) under Article 19 

reeved by this Authority on ^December 2004 ^12.20^ 



received by this Authority on 



1-6 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



I — I lwywTW °y Authority on 



I 3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 
□ 

the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 



□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify):. 



I I the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 

O the sequence listing (specify)- 
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any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 
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I 1- Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 




Industrial applicability (IA) 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



feT-KIS?r£^ s ' ;; sSi'*' < '''' i *' l "'-**-»*^ 

iffiSfTS^S: "i* n< " ^ <° be — • ■> favolv. an inventive siep, sinee toy are j 
i , The subject matters of claims 1 2 and s s h« 

jthey are described in document 2 or 3^ ^" ^ t0 * ^ ° r to » -ventive step, since 
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C3421 1 

Claims (Article 34 Amended Claims) 

1 . (After amendment) Multiple level type electric connector characterized by being an electric 
connector provided with a plurality of levels of rows of electric contacts aligned on a same surface, 
stacked in a direction perpendicular to the aforementioned surfaces, 

each electric contact row containing electric contacts for signals and electric contacts for 
grounding, 

each electric contact for signals contained in each electric contact row having an open end 
located on a first plane that differs for each level, and a leg portion extending downwards from said 
first plane and leading to a same second plane, 

each electric contact for grounding contained in each electric contact row having an open 
end located on an aforementioned first plane, 

and being provided with a shield portion connected to the aforementioned electric contacts 
for grounding of each level and a same grounding line on a second plane, and at least partially 
covering the leg portions of the aforementioned electric contacts. 

2. A multiple level electric connector recited in Claim 1, characterized in that the aforementioned 
electric contact row with a plurality of levels has two levels. 

3. A multiple level type electric connector recited in any one of Claims 1 or 2, characterized in that 
the aforementioned shield portion does not cover the leg portions of the electric contacts for signals of 
the lowest level. 



C3421 



2 



4. A multiple level type electric connector recited in any one of Claims 1 through 3, characterized in 
that the aforementioned shield portion is located above the leg portions of the electric contacts for 
signals of the lowest level. 

5. A multiple level type electric connector recited in any one of Claims 1 through 4, characterized in 
that the shape and material of the aforementioned shield portion are determined so that the 
impedance of each of the electric contacts for signals are substantially the same. 

6. A multiple level type electric connector recited in any one of Claims 1 through 6, characterized in 
that the electric contact rows in each of the aforementioned levels are such that an electric contact for 
grounding is provided for each N (N being an integer greater than or equal to 1) successive electric 
contacts for signals. 

7. A multiple level type electric connector recited in any one of Claims 1 through 6, provided with a 
housing capable of housing the aforementioned electric contact row. 

8. A multiple level type electric connector recited in any one of Claims 1 through 7, that is mountable 
on an electronic circuit board. 
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